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CHAI RMANG6S CORNER

As | write for the newsletter | am involved, as many @
you will have been, in this years Poppy Appeal. Tikis
the mother of all our Service Charities and in my opinif
the one that deserves the most support. No disrespef
any of the other charitip
the pieces when the other charities have lost interes!
undertaken their limed response to many a trag
circumstance. At the time of writing we are also in t
period of Remembrancé a time when we remember all those who made the ultimate
sacrifice.

OWE WILL REMEMBER THEMS®G.

On a brighter note, we are also heading towardss@hais and the end of another very active
year. This is the time of the year when we s
another. Within the RAF Btgrworth and Penang Associatjdnsay on your behalf, a BIG

At hank you t oeptthet htee abnB otohgaatl6oso kBoat 6 afl oat
order:

A big thanks to our Secretary, Rowly Christopher, who works behind the scenes to keep the
database up to dat e, produces the O6wel come
secretanl duties with supreme efficiency.

AThank vy o uGrofttwbo wbrlesvhendreds of hours each year to produce these
wonderful Newsletters, archives all the contributions and photographs received from our
members, produces presentations for the AGM andiBewand does another 101 things for

the RAF BPA that he fails to mention.

fiThank yowt o Amystery mano George Gault, who | 6v
speed and gets little credit from us at Reunions because he has yet to attend one! One day,
Geor ge, I 61 1 buy you the drink | keep promis
Then therebds our Treasurer Len Wood. Not o]

arranges the printing and postage of the Newsletter, he organises the contact and detailed
administration of bookings fahe AGM and Reunion and, during 2010, Len was instrumental
in arranging the Reunion trip back to Malays@ Thank you, Len! o

All this work is dore on your behalf on a voluntary basis at very little cost to you as members.
Without their dedication our woredful, friendly association would not exist.

Can | take the opportunity to ask that you be ready to book for the 2011 Reunion and AGM as

soon as the forms appear. Len has had to dpr
the booking to anotheuhctioni but we got our way. Just make sure that when you get your
2011 diary, you make a note of the Reunion weekend™eend 8"J une 2011. Let d

record attendance please.

Anne and | wish you all the best of health, survival of the wintertladecession as we look
forward to Christmas and 2011.

Tony Parrini

Chairman, RAF BP



5 From the Editor

.| This issue ofo E a s t Was ractliange in the layout of two conitidrs

of ferings (as an Oexper i memdnembeisn r es
at the 2010 Reunioas towhether we stay with the present format of the
newsletter or introduceotumns.| find it more preferable to continue with the
present layout butlcanas o see the advant atgne, i n u
and patiencewill tell!

In the Summer issue of the newsletter George Gault patiently worked on the word document
versions of both the newsletter and supplement of photographs of the 2010 Far East visit,
changing all to PDF format. To say it went
much valued input the end result was ready for sending to Len Wood for printing well ahead

of schedul e. Of cour se So dbéasl beeraongasedotod late r e ar
and too minor, to make corrections. | refer of course to page 9 where there was an overrun of
text onto the following page, page 26 (close bracket) and page 31 where reference was made to
0the badge bel owd whenbadge h(olud fdt )héa.v eMirredrerlr
During the reunion, Mike Ward told me of his research into a static display Javelin at
Gloucestershire Airport. Rod (Curly) Heay is following up a story o&n aircraft seen to be
6restingdé in tbédébpuPgerekcaagopycohl ggue and
Rob Lewis, Tony Parrini and Bill Staff have all sent in material for inclusion in this newsletter,

or a future one. Al so at the reunion John Cr
belongel to his father. A unique piece of memorabilia and a picthitei ® showrnon page 10.

Rosemary Fell was the guest speaker at the 2010 Reunion and the transcript of her talk on the
formation of the Malayan Volunteers Air Force is featured inidgge. This is to be basis for
(hopefully) a feature on the Malayan Volunteer Forces prior to and up to the fall of Singapore

in the Easter 2011 issue@fE a s t.war d 0

The title photographs for this newsletter are from David (Tug) Wilson who has, it dessns,

able to catch Father Christmas on film, something | have aspired to over the years, without
success!

Since the reunion, Tam McCrorie hasseptk ot ogr aphs of 196006s scen
archives. Tam has already made a valuable contribtdionr archives and continues to do so,

as also John Muter and other members.

The story of Dr Mckern and the poswar RAF LeaveCentre continues to intrigue some of us.

The release of a Pathe News Astra Gazette-fiini(price £50) yet again raises theestion

of what really happened to Dr McKern. This time the research has been intensive and thorough
but as always solving one mystery leads to others. This one is no different! Should anyone
wish to research the story further | have a small file of imgirigs to refer to.

A request from a member for a good quality copy of agdraiph or print of a RAF Comér

with the following criteria:clean lines without ground equipment clutter, RAF rou{geind

Royal Air Force Transport Command logo clearlywhmé i n f | i ght woul d be
help, please contact me.

The 2011 Reunion and AGM of the RAFBPA is to be held at the Ramada Jarvis Hotel,
Bradford and Bingley, over the weekend % and 5" June 2011.

Christmas (2010) is upon us yet once agthe, time for celebration and being merry. On
behalf of the O0committeed members of the RAF
all the very best for Christmas and the New Year.

Finally, justas ths copy ofédEastwardwas beingcompletedor the printes, the Associationvelcomed
another new member Brian Wall, LAC Supply/Stores EPAS, RAF Butterworth 1954 to 1957.

Otherdhewdmembers are introduced on pa&je



The Shrewd Wizard of Oz

Dr Albert Stanley McKern

In pastnewsletters we have featured various stories that
speculated the fate of Dr Mckern, Bfysianfameg the house
that became the RAF Leave Centre after the war. Interest
again triggered through a website address sent by Laurie
where a Pathe NesvAstra Gazette mimews feature from th
mid 506s was avail a-bhedweseduence
were shown, the latter one featuring the RAF Leave Cent
Penang, th&lysian The commentator stated that the prop
was on loan to the RAF frometired Group Captain D ;
McKern. It was this statement that started the research a(\&)' |
which in turn tracked down the career, capture and death . ‘
Albert Stanley McKern whilst interned by the Japanese.

at the University of Sydne
degree, then to Yale to study for a MA in engineering, fing: - y
deciding on all P4
career in medicine and movmg to Edinburgh
University in 1914 to take up his studies for a
WSS . Ohedcd BukBlantas  medical degree. The hipping list for his

- (230

- A 2% Y I INENATA e
ESTATE 07 Dr. A. S, McKERN (Uz.vr.‘\u..—l-

| iy ,_%’?,,,,,,,7, journey from Boston to Glasgow on the S. S.
“pooiabes & marava. Pretoria shows he was accompanied by his
FES 20 AECO 17t December, 1547, wife, Effie, and two sons Eric and Ralph Noel
W. Avoreil Farriaan, Esq., (the initials R. N. are significant to our story

s Pos b later on).
Conn... U.3.4, On completing his medical degree in 191€ th
Lear Jir, TR e family sailed to Penang where the newly
ney DR INCHT. gualified Dr McKern set up in practice. He also
g éffuj: ?jjfﬁi;;vg:j P set about buying land in Georgetown and
:») ckern regerdling the beachsi de propertieséone
T / : Elysian.
] i s P el P e e The next part of the story is that of Dr McKern
165 aft Eelalsu in Smmatre. leaving Singapore on thiet" February 1942 on
Yeurs faithfully, the coastal cargo shipMata Hari, just days
N0 08 b .8 M (L before the city fell to the Japanese on th& 15
S AR February. The Mata Hari surrended to a
\ N Japanese cruiser and destroyer off the mouth of
U the Moesi River, Sumatra and was escorted to
(“) M.A. Muntok Ba on Banka island. The chpes
were imprisoned on Bankisland and on 1%
ASVek/ DK . June 1945 Dr Mckern died of amoebic

dysentery in Belalau internment camp, but not
before he made a will with the assistance of interned lawyers, probably those from the law
firm Lean & Co of Penang who were also travelling on boardvia Hari.
Under t he t ehisresantdahd [dftér the war] Wds to 6e developed, and property
he owned in Penang was to be renovated and rented out Ten years after the death of his last
chil d, the familyds hol dings were to be so
universitiesd to be used O0for the sole and
schol ar #lik lagg suévividg beneficiary died in December 1997 and thst tnas
terminated in 2007.



R. N. McKern RAF

This brings us back to thelysian. As stated previously, the property was owned by retired
RAF Group Captain McKern. The son of Dr McKegmerhaps? One of the sons of Dr
McKern was R. N. McKernRalph Noel McKern was born in 1910 and at the age of 20 in
1930 travelled from Penang to London aboard the S. S. City of Mandalay. He was on the
passenger list as being a banker. P e
In 1936/37Flight Lieutenant R. N. McKern
of the Straits Settlements Volunteers A
Force tansferred to 36 (TB) Squadro
(Vildebeess) at Seletar. Later, according t
the 100 Squadron Association history pag
based on the account given by a RAA
navigator,he wasbriefed to navigate a 10(
Squadr on 0Q0o FI igh
Australia on the 19 December 19416 T h
orders were that the crews of the Beaufol
were to be designat ed &asVildéb&esdtsqudton)apchthat theff 1 00
would assemble and train crews for Beaufort
operations in Australia. Some of the
complement were dfo0 Squadron (RAF) but

the remaining crews were RAAF and RNZAF
personnel. The Flight Commander was to be

Wg Cdr R. N. McKern, who was also the CO

of 100 Squadr on at Wgt Gda t ti
McKern flew Beaufort T9544 to Surabaya

where the aircraft was damaged @nding

and stayed behind for repairs.

2 I Around this time Wg Cdr McKern
disappeared from the scene, he was not seen on 100 Squadron again and it was rumoured he
returned to the UK to take up command of another Beaufort squadron.

The trail goes cold fromhts point leaving many unanswered questions to date.\Wdp€dr

R. N. McKern the same Rt R. N. McKern of the SSVAF/36 Squadron? Was retired Group
Captain McKern, the post war owner Blysian,the same person who was with the SSVAF

then 36 (TB) Squadro, | ater CO of 100 Squadron and FIi
mysteriously disappearing from the Far East scéneiee research project for someone!

SSVAFHawkerHart tr;in%r*\iﬁtf'ﬁﬁ SqnVildebeess

Elysian 1956

Elysian 1985




Letterds et c.

Mike Ward has been researching Javelin XH903, taticsdisplay at the Jet Age Museum Sifiverton (now

Gloucestershiredirport on hearsay that the aircraft was in the markings of No. 60 Squadron, based at RAF Tengah, but

detached on a nearly permanent basis to Butterworth during Confrontation witsignd®®63 1 9 6 6 ) .
research shawJavelin XHO3 wagbuilt in 1959, later modified to FAW9 configidion. Further to that he fouridH903
was a No.33 Squadron aircraft and did not operate in the Far East. But as he ibimtesdeaisy to seshy his informant
thought the aircraft was on the 60 Squadron inventory.

33 Squadron markings

A disappointing r es WsIltonlyflietvo nMeslkaway bwill be ableto keepfmly €
on XH903. 6

Rod Hartley raised an observation made by an acquaintance prior to the reunion to the effect the
early 66006s he was on -Sanilesddm theiThaihbordehire Peraihen shey
came across an aircraft in the jungle canopy
and a start has been made with reports frol
crashes in the Malayan Jungle inthe day 6506 s . Of the three cra
that of VF602 which crash landed in trees whilst avoiding a hill"6audie 1952. The pilot and passenc
&l i mbed down from the trees an @heresgalckisedll ongoing! i
Rob Lewishas written regarding correspondence
6consists of a Christmas card sent to me by
when fIy|ng Rélo goesom to sagdi Ir ccroanfttabct ed him t hrough
AEvery picture tells a storybo. The text wit
matter on the card illustrates the poignancy
S/Ldr Jacobs, inreply, wroté:You must have arrived at Butt el
starting to reequip with Venoms prior to my departure. Our officious Wg Cdr flying instructor
depriving me of t hefirsCVermsn front f & tARGEcaudemnce forgoets lov
his undercart for landing Ret r i buti on! ! éan awful fate for t
a junk met al mer c hant s\Wnceptdacabs. |t hurts to th

Every picture tells a sto

THIS regular feature offers you the
chance to submit your photographs. They
can be previously unseen, of interesting
Jfeatures and Jasc

into famous people or occasions, or a
piece of history you witnessed.

THE last operational Spitfire may have
been sold to the Royal Thai Air Force, but
these de Havilland Hornets, in the air over
the Malaysian Peninsula, eventually
suffered a far worse fate — being
bulldozed into a heap and sold to a
Chinese scrap merchant.

The Hornet was designed for the war in
the Far East but the Japanese surrender
precluded its use as a long-range fighter. It
came into its own during the emergency in |
Malaysia in the Fifties, however, as a
-splendid ground attack fighter armed with

Ideal weapon: Four Hornets in the air over the Malaysian Peninsula

on anti-

terrorist operatmns supporting the Army.  station, to Seletar, the maintenance base B SEND your pictures, with
But in 1955, the magnificent aircraft, the where the previous correspondent took his Jull details of who and what
fastest single-seat lplston-engme ﬁghter in Spitfire photograph. As commanding officer they depict as far as you
aniv] air force, developed wing mainspar of No 45 Squadron, I flew the last Hornet to know it, to Picture Panel,

e cracks, and all were grounded. meet its fate. It was akin to taking a beloved Daily Mml, 2 Derry Street,
It was decided that each should be flown pet to the vet to have it put down. London W8 5TT. Enclose an
unaccompanied at 1,000ft down the coast V.K.Jacobs, Squadron Leader (rid), SAE ifyouwant your
from Butterworth, the last operational Mulbarton, Norfolk.  picture returned.

Mi

k e



JohnMuterhas replied to the pi elkchnmbwruitt edse r&k@rmc € ragry
Dictionaryo f  F o r cdiesl by $i¢ ircomgatablesEriaP t r i dge 6 wher e an oer k

matter what stage of his fAapprenticeshipo. Henc
John continmeshaNbDtof as ml figrcaindn: drasoobbedamneei. €he b ut
term may have arisen at the RAF Depot, Uxbridge

written by Wg Cdr FHH Heading, or that occasion may have hagsgogobilarity as | believe. This probably

disposes of my own theory but of three others that had gained some currency:

1 thaterk=irk =irksome(like his work)

2. thaterkisacorruptionoérgiit he | owest wunit of work or energ
3 that it com&,f rvom filhewodldddhiAsl8exstasabwet he |
deck name for a | ower deck hand. 0

Many thanks to John for this piece of research which sent me off to search through myrhepliof written

by T. E. Lawrence in the rati 352087 A/c Rossluring basic training at Uxbridge 1922. At this time the

RAF, at 4 years of age, was the Cinderella of the services, her two ugly sisters being the Royal Navy and the
Amy (the Army being the uglis Members of both services hadved across to this fledgling service to help
transform it into an individuagnd highly independert,e r vi ceé .t he Depot at Uxbr
and trainingwas very much Army ahe Mintso graphically describdg.the boolkd u s keférrel toat least

two times with Corporal Jackson (p133 Penguin paperback copy) sayamg occasion (after a poor drill

sessionfii wondét take it 6 aAtthiodoint ywilleaveutmekest to the ieadersb e c a

imagination or to search autopy ofl he Mint. | 1 H W
!

To complete this session aberks whentravelling through York recentiywas behind = ' !

. a vehicle with anumber plate ending ithe lettering Banjos

e o 00 ERK ERK. | somehow think the driver of the car might nev il

have been agrkbut you never knowThesame visit to giEs Bar

York had me passing a sandwich bar called Banjos, so | had to photograph it

newsletterA coincidence?

New Members
The Assaociation welcomethree new membex. Trevor Coy: SAC Armourer,No. 45 Squadron, RAF
Butterworth, April 1955 to October 1959®hn Thomas Kearmney SAC, No. 1 Squadron , LAA, Butterworth,
1963 to 196andSydneyRogers SAC Armourer, Station Armoury, RAButterworth 1956 to 1958

Two of foursmall puzzles for you teave a think about if you wighg firsttwo
on this pageother two on page 29.

What aircraft is shown here (right)? _
On the photgraph(lower right) of a prevar RAF Far Bst paradpuggarees|
arein evidenceWhat is gpuggare@ =

Perajurit

Towards the end of Septemi@eny Parrini was contacted b,
A Ahmad Syukri (Jeff Ahmad), Defence Witer for ﬂ‘}’"
= Malays i an Def ence ,naghogata use &\
RAFBPA archive pictures for an article on the-{aasthistory
of Butterworth. Over a period of several daysumber of
photographs were put together and permission sought (in
casesfromvarious memietou s e 6t hei r 6
m they be selected for publication prior to being sent to th
“HE _ office of Jeff AhmadOn £ November, five copies of th
Mal ay | anguage OPerajuri™
Over a nine page spread the seléctéds s o photagiaphschavébeen well presen™
and all that remains is translati-

(@}

I.LIIC articleeée

8



CHAN KAT

Bill Staff
Sounds like No. 6 on the local Chinese myself with the site, had a good meal and a few
takeaways menu but in reality twas aforward 6t i nni es 6 | decided to
radar station for Butterworth. When o'clock. All the accommodation was in
Confrontation started it was quickigalisedthat communal bashers, primitive but comfortable.
Penang Island created a blind sector to the west By midnight | was sound asleep when

of Butterworth where 114 SU, the Australian  without warning my bed, mattress, ssi@ net
C & R unit resided and of course the main and I landed in a tangled heap on the floor to the
direction of the Indonesian threat. Now 94 dulcet bnes of some Aussies shoutiniyo"
was located alongside the base swimming pool. Pommie bar steward sleeps on Anzac 'tay
It was muted that it could move further north or  They must have been prophets or something
south to give radar cover around the island, but because it was 24 hours later that | finally fell
sense prevailed and so remained the only radar | into my pit. The wildife was plentiful and
ever worked on where a stint in the Ops room varied, snhakes, bugs, beetles, insects as well as a
could be immedtely followed by a dip in the pack of feral dogdiving in a quarry below.
pool. The solution to the problem was to locate a They had been known to raid the kitchen. |
forward radar 40 miles to the south, of have seen a catering size tirfad opened and
Butterworth. completely emptied by them. When they ot

The site chosen was of course Chan Kat.  brazen, night raids were mounted with jeep and
It was a rather large sandstone hill, or mountain if ~ spotlight and half a dozen rifles. The big game
you had taclimb it. A track wound around the hunters did not have to account for every round
hillside, the top walkevelledof for the radar and fired or return the empties.
slightly lower down another area was flattened In the living area basha, one end was
to make a domestic site. The radar for the job screened off as the dining area. Twiheflarge
must have been found in some forgotten Aussie mahoganydining tables fitted end to end across
MU that still had WW2 equipment available  the width of the room. There was a tale of an
because it seldom workedrrectly. Aussie sergeant sitting at one of the tables and at

It was manned for 24/7 operation with  the opposite end sat a Pom corporal. Both were
Aussies and some Poms. The airmen did 2 week sitting on wicker chairs tilted onto two legs with
stints, but quite number of singlies preferredit  the i r feet on the tabl es
to Butterworth and went # hands. The Cpl. was known as
native. The senior resider Tiger Tan. Rumour had it that he
was the Ops Sgind he di a had never been out in the sun
week long stint. Uniform and spent his leisure time in the
was seldom if ever worn Hostie. However the Aussie
standard dress being shot shouted "Dont move quickly
or sarong and flip flops. Tiger there is a cobradking at

My  introduction == you". Tiger replied I' suppose
came in early 1965 when § you want me to move and get
arrived with the supplies‘ . you another tinnie". Aussie "No
jeep and trailefully loaded | Tiger, that cobra is a big bugger
with essentials such a ¥ ' : and | wouldn't like to be in your
Tiger. Supplies came o Fri, the 91to 5's of seat". At that Tiger looked around and on seeing
course did nowvork at weekends. Apart fromthe  the cobra raised alongside him somehow
6scopiesbd6 and Ot echi e managed to launch himself from his chair and e s i d
Chinese cook who was icharge of the two slide down thdength of the two tables knocking
Malay houseboys who he kicked around with  the Aussiever at the other endClothing and
great gusto. bedding was always well shaken before use,

On this occasion, having acqueht scorpions loved to play hide and seek. tHilet




faciliies were rather pmitive, two corrugated he sat he was joined by the duty Aussie Sgt

tin cubicles with Elsans. As | said earlier who had rushed out on hearing the crash.
supplies arrivedh the afternoon and withthem The Sgt i n attempting t
came the UK/Aussie newspapers which were at d o wn of feredo,hi Imi ta i6tci
least three days olddne RAF 6 s c o pthrew the match over his shoulder which

never read them when they first arrived but created a rather loud bang and flash as the

would alvays wait until after breakfast the  jeep caught fire. A few days later an Aussie
following day when he would adjourn with MT WO arrived to evaluate the accident,

papers to a thunderbox. Once on such an after a few O6tinniesd h
occasion, everyone else on the domestic site was and declared that it was awobvious
treated to the noi se electrical fault. 6scop
appearingit great speed, having knockiad oo So Chan Kat continued until

door off its hinges, shorts around his ankles, fip Western Hill was up and sometimes

flops flailing. It transpired that he had taken his  running. 114 SU packed its bags and

usual stance. Opened his newspaper for a period departed leaving some of the Aussies

of contemplation, when he heard a strange noise behind to enjoy the delights of Penang.

behind him, turning, he was confronted by a

rathe large cobra with a frog its mouth. From Bill was at Chan Kat and Western Hill

a sitting start he completed the one hundred  from Decembef 9651 June 1968.

yard dash in record time.

To get to the radar from the
domestic site was by a straight piece of
track with a shall ow de,
t hi s 0 mon suedto thé basemn t i n
the hill. Said road however short, about 200
yards, was rather steep, at least a 1 in 4.

Changeovers in the Ops cabin
occurred every half hour during sunlight
hours owing to the fact that proper air
conditioning was not invented wheneth
radar was built. To say that the metal box
got rather hot was an understatement.

The changeover occurred with the
ongoing Oscopiebd6 dri
hill and turning around ready for the
relieved rag doll. No matter whether a
person had a liceecor not, everybody
dr ov e, On one occasic
being relieved jumped into the jeep which
failed to start. He got out and tried to push
start it but to his surprise it beat him to the
bott om, foll owed t he
away from the domeist site and turned
over. The panting sweaty lad arrived on John Crooks RAF Butterworth lighter
scene and sat down shaking like a leaf. As

Late news prior to the newsletter going to print the Association was informed of the death of Andy
Andrewartha,stationed aRAF Butterworthfrom 1951 to 1952. With a number ofinteresting RAF

related photographsAndy also provided the archives withphotographstaken of the 1952 Royal
Proclamation of Queen Elizabetha s of fici al ihyGeorgatowiie @ b r saut peedrob set
historicallyinteresting photographs. Thap&u, Andy.

1C



A chil dbés experi enctbyStefeHBdsonear s i n t he
In early 1968, | remember myather indeed in thdast year of the school. We
coming home for one of his fortnightly played football against the Australian
visits to home (he was stationed at school, on a fairly frequent basis, the first
Patrington and we lived in St Helens) and time | played, we had a girl playing for us.
telling my mother that he had been posted Honours were fairly even over the three
to a place called Penang in Malaysia. years, but | remember two matches in

In hindsight, it amazes me that there was particular, one at Minden, when we won 3
any discussion as to whether we should 2, with yours truly scoring a hdatick, and
accompany him, but there was, and it is to beating them at the school in Hillside, with
my relief that soon we were preparing to a left foot effort from me sealing the
leave St Helens and to travel to the other victory. | ended up as captain of the school
side of the worl d. | team, ttakieg o06ed b think vfremn YRussklle w
peopletravelled by air, certainly we had Thompson, when he went back to the UK
never flown, so it was with some (anot her Asmall worl do
trepidation that we travelled by train and  with Russ,when | met him when he was
stayed at Lyneham, before flying by VC10 playing cricket for Barrow Grammar
to Changi, staging through Muharraq and School, and | was playing for Kirkham
Gan. We stayed at the Changi Creek Hotel Grammar School!).
for a few days beforgaking the MSA One year at Christmas, | along with two
Fokker F27 WeloomePte thangot her s were the @Athree
Pearl of the Ori ent ! o0soloatthe school Christmas carol concert.

We were to live in Island Park, at 29 Minden was at the centre of much of my
Pesiaran Tembaga, which was a really nice life in Malaysia, | arrived in Penang as a
house, complete with banana tree in the nonswimmer, and left in 1971 having
garden. | loved it from the start, it was  attained Gold Personal Survival standard,
incredibly newand exciting for an 8 year we were in the pool at Minden as often as
old. we could be.

OQur first day i n t heOndaf thefirstthingsal mid waPtaighb s
idea of an easy introduction was a trip to the cubs. The Kerbau Cub pack was
Georgetown, and a little walk up and down  Australian and met at the Aussie Hostel.
Chulia Street and Penang Road. We were We had a great time, trips to the Cameron
shattered, and were happy to have lunch in Highlands were always enjoyable, and |
the air condioned paradise that was the  was lucky enough to be picked to take part
Eden Café, an establishment that saw many in an exchange visit with the US scouts in
visits during the following 3 years. Bangkok aghe only Brit on the trip, other

However, normality in the shape of than one of the Scout Leaders from
school rear ed it os MBat@rdigrth. a Thdt wabk i & s brilliamhy
brother went to St J experiedce, we ntrav8lledn lgyatmio rfrem I
went to BACS Minden. New expiences Butterworth to Bangkok, we visited The
abounded, going to school on a bus, being Bridge over the River Kwai, and saw the
taught in an open sided classroom, and gold plated pagodas in the Royal gz in
going to school in shorts and short sleeved Bangkok. Icompleted my time in the cubs
shirts, as opposed to long trousers and as A Senior Sixero and t

pullovers.

My recollections of School are that on
the whole it was a good tim&he teachers
| remember are Mr Grindrod, Mr Barnes
(whom | met in Kirkham in Lancashire in
1978, small world), and Mr Webb, who
was my teacher in my last year at school,
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up ceremony at the Hostel.

Looking back | recall the incredible
amount of freedom that we had as fairly
young children. We spent most of our time
outdoors, catuing butterflies, going into
the bush, and generally having a great time.
| remember that close to Island Park there



was a waterfall, which was a superb place another year of life. Well of course when it
to play. I di dndt s e ecamelctlase toms metyrnirg moathe dJ&, we n  t
wild, | think | only saw 3 or 4 snakes, coul dnot face | eledri ng |

which givenwhat we did, and where we
went, was pretty amazing. | think that
someone who lived near Glugor had
frequent and very close encounters with
some of the more unfriendly inhabitants of
the island, including pythons, cobras and
assorted other creepy crawlieg¥e also
went into Georgetown travelling mainly in
taxis, going shopping and generally
wandering about.

Home life was interesting, seeing
Christmas in the tropics was unreal, seeing
snow scenes depicted in the centre of
Penang, with the temperaturesn t h e
was quite surreal. | recall that a standard
trip to Georgetown, involved standing on
the main road outside Island Park, and
hailing a taxi. First stop was normally the
Standard Chartered Bank, no cashpoints in
the 600s!

via cargo ship to the UK, and was reunited
with us some 6 months later after having
been in quarantine.
he had another 11 years of life, and was a
well loved family pet.

Not everything was perfect in galise,
and | remembehaving Gurkha escorts on
the bus home, and being confined to the
house during curfews during the period of
rioting in 1969. | think in Penang the
rioting was fairly limited compared
particularly with KL, which saw many
people killed
9 Oraksng of the Girkhas, they ran jungle
camps where we went into the bush,
camped out in bashas, fired weapons, and
were generally warlike for the weekend.

All too soon, it was time to return home,
and we left Penang, via Singapore in

T h e rloseato thler i nAkigust 1971a Dad eefna@nedcin Pegéior

bank, which had ac ondi t i on i n gafurther monthrapart of the close down of

remember the name, then up and down
Penang Road and Chulia Strgéelow),
before getting another taxi back to Island
Park.

We used to eat out at the Eden fairly
frequently, and had Christmas dinner at the
Eden, the Merlin and | think a hotel called
the Ambassador(right), but | could be
wrong on that.

| suspect that most of the children at
Minden may remember a crebeed
Al satian dog cal head
by a Staff Sergeant who lived at Minden.
When he was touex, we inherited the dog,
with, | believe the intention of giving him

Photographs: courtesy of John Muter
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Western Hill.

| had an excellent time in Malaysia; |
loved it, and it has left enduring memories
that nearly 40 years later are still vivid. |
havenot had the
will at some pait.
Steve is theson of WO Hudson, WO
Operations Western Hill 1968 1971.
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UNARMED UNESCORTED UNWANTED

The Story of the Malayan Volunteer Air Force

This feature is from the talk given at the 2010 Reunuion by our guest speaker: Rosary Fell

The MVAF may not have been in the front line of air defénsach as it was in Malaya and
Singapore between 1940 and 42, yet it filled an invaluable niche in the area of reconnaissance,
communication, and transport of military personnel befand during the short Malayan
Campaign, thus relieving the hard pressed Royal Air Force of these duties. However, just as
other Volunteer Forces during the Campaign were undervalued and their expertise ignored
until it was too late, so, too, was thattbé MVAF.
How and when was the MVAF established? To find this out and to understand its
background, and composition, one haEto go back to the advent of the Flying Clubs.
LY|N In 1928, the Singapore Flying Club was

RDYAL SHNGAPDRE £ established, using light seaplanes as there
& were no aerodromes or air strips. Later this
evolved into the Royal Singapore Flying
Club. In October 1930 the first airfield was
constructed at Seletar, which was taken over
by the RAF Far East Flight.
From 1936 onwards, as aerodromes were
constructed)n the mainland penlnsular of Malaya, flying clubs were formed in Kuala Lumpur,
Ipoh (the Perak Club) and Penang. These clubs were subsidised by their respective
Governments, but a condition of membership was that all members automatically became
liable for active service in Malaya in a time of crisis. Thus the strong tradition of
6Volunteeringbo, which had been first establ
the Singapore Volunteer Rifles, was to be maintained.
As well as these flying clubs
becoming established in Malaya, i
1936 the Straits Settlement |
Volunteer Air Force (SSVAF) was |
set up in Singapore at Seletar, at
time when the volunteering
movement was again on th
increase, as war clouds gathered
Europe. One condition o
enrolmant in the SSVAF was thai
all flying personnel had to hawt MENT
training up to .. e I
stage in a flying club before being aIIowed to join. Local Slngapore accountant Mowbray
Gardensaidi My one aim was to get i ntolddpassngSVAF
out in the final t est in a Gypsy FMdt M. equi
Garden went on to fly for the RAF during the Campaign, and had a very distinguished record.

When war broke out in Europe in September 1939, alall@itpersonnel from the SSVAF

were absorbed into the RAF and the SSVAF was disbanded. The remainder of the personnel
was later absorbed into the Malayan Volunteer Air Force which was set up at Kallang in
August 1940, as the result of an amendment madéhéyStraits Settlements Legislative
Council, which had established the SSVAF. Other personnel for the MVAF were recruited
from the Royal Singapore Flying Club, the Kuala Lumpur Flying Club, the Perak Flying Club,
the Penang Flying Club and from a privatdine known as Wearnes Air Services.
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At the same time, in Singapore in 1940, a Government Flying Training School was
initiated, with the newly formed MVAF supplying and maintaining training aircraft and one
instructor Three other instructors were supplley the RAF. 110 younger men from the
Malayan flying clubs, who joined this training school, having passed the RAF medical test and
end of course exams, went on to advanced training schools in Canada, South Africa and
elsewhere in the world, and becamARRpilots. The older members of the flying clubs and
commercial pilots, who for various reasons of age or slight physical defect were not eligible to
join the RAF, became the backbone of the MVAF. Between them they had hundreds of hours
of flying experier e , but before they received their i
course of training.

220 men served in the MVAF, including 40 pilots and their observers. As with the other
Volunteer Forces in Malaya, the MVAF included men from all local racesia®tis as well

as Europeans. There were 42 Chinese, 5 Danes, 14 Malays, 14 Eurasians, 15
Indians/Singhalese. The MVAF was a sahtained force and independently administered

able to maintain its own aircraft with its own fully qualified engineetts Commanding
Officer was Group Captain R.L. Nunn DSO who in civilian life was Director of the PWD. He
was also appointed Director of Civil Aviation, Malaya.

Each of the flying c¢clubs initially became
exceptionof the Royal Singapore Flying Club, which, by virtue of its size was divided into
AAO0O and ABO0 FIlights:

A Flight Commander of O6A®&6 Flight MVAF, bas
Cookei a senior lecturer in maths at Raffles College in civilian li@n 7" December
1941, he had 9 aircraft under his comman8 Avro Cadets, 3 Tiger Moths, 1 Moth
Minor, 1 Hornet Moth and 1 Whitney Straight.

A 6B6 Flight MVAF was iuafdrmer commetcial Bitbgwith S| i
Wearnebds Air S e rwere 2 Bragon Rapidestaindi 1sDradohfly, gllot
based at Kallang.

A The Kuala Lumpur Flying Club became 6Cd F
Flight Commander with 2 Tiger Moths, 1 Leopard Moth, 1 Hawk Moth, and 1 Falcon
under his command.

A 6D06 FI i Fgladed avligoh, was the original Perak Flying Club. Commanded by
Flt. Lt. Henry Dane it consisted of 2 Avro Cadets and 1 Gypsy Avro. Henry Dane won
a DSO posthumously. Pwmear, he was the General Manager of the Perak River Hydro
Electric Power CompanyCaptured in Java, he died as a POW in Tokyo Camp 3.

A The Penang Flying Club formed O6E®6 FIlight
Watson, who worked for the Asiatic Petroleum Company and the Hong Kong Bank. In
this Flight were 5 Moth Majors, and 1 B2agle.

All Flights in the MVAF came under the umbrella of the Royal Air Force, Far East Command,
0O0A6 and 6B Flights came wunder Singapore Cor
included in Central and Southern Malaya Command.

From September 1940 uhthobilization on ¥ December 1941, training sessions included
experimenting with divdombing techniques amongst other things. 2 Avro Cadet aircraft of
AAO FIlight were fitted with bOookeattha coktrels, and,
tests vere carried out presumably with Caiststto ok e 6 s mat hemati cal e X
part in the trials. Further trials using Tiger Moths and a Miles Magister aircraft demonstrated
that these light airframes were not structurally robust enough forbdivding. Inevitably

there were some pieostilities casualties with a few MVAF personnel being killed in flying
accidents. Flt Lt. Tony Allen of ICI Malaya was killed in a flying accident in May 1941;
Cadet George Day of Singapore YMCA fell out of a plamer Singapore because he had not
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done up his seat straps; and Pil ot Of ficer
crashed in bad weather.

The MVAF may not have been in the front line of air defence with their light unarmed
aircraft, yet the MVAF aws flew over 2,000 hours in hostile skies in the eleven weeks of the
Malayan Campaign. Even before the Japanese invaded, the MVAF was busy operating a
passenger service which covered the whole of Malaya, and their reconnaissance missions were
invaluableto the Campaign. A frequent passenger was Lt. General Percival himself, who
realizing how few aeroplanes he <controll ed
Wearing goggles and a leather helmet, General Percival was flown over the jungle canopy in
the open cockpit of a Tiger Moth to see for himself the conditions on the ground, although
trips to view front line troop positions were usually made in either the Dragonfly or one of the
Dragon Rapides. He admired the way these amateur pilots coutthgaround the country
in their all too flimsy machines in a way in which the RAF could not do. He was not,
however, a confident flyer and confessed to
s af el y eGenerall&arfion Bennett, Officer CommarglAustralian Forces, was another
frequent passenger of these MVAF flights.

Before the Japanese invasion, apart from flying military personnel around, the MVAF was also
used for antaircraft height finding, and searchlight practice. Young Army offi¢ersnly
sought air experience via the MVAF to check the state of their camouflage nets during anti
aircraft exercises. Sadly both Australian and British Commanders in the field failed to
recognize or take advantage of having camouflaged Moths at theiosdls for air
reconnaissance and for checking their positions. Thus, the unique expertise and experience of
the MVAF, where each Flight contained pilots who had flown over the surrounding
countryside many times and knew the areas backwards, were nptussdl to full advantage

T as with many of the other volunteer units on the ground. For instance, local pilots knew
where to look for signs of"5column activity giving assistance to enemy bombieras
mentioned further on in my talk. It was an impottapportunity lost by the Allied Forces, in

the disastrous Malayan Campaign. It was, 3

MVAF pilots when confronted by sheer compl ac
A good example of this complacency was exemplified by an incidenteahath

foll owing the Japanese invasion. Sergeant F

operational sortie, and were ordered to assist the Australian Forces near Kahang in Johore.
They were met by a Lt. Col. who viewed their Tiger Moths with scispt and sent them on a
useless 100 mile reconnaissance flight over the China Gearmed, unescorted and
unwanted!

On T December 1941, the MVAF was fully mobilized and placed at the disposal of the RAF
with a liaison officer at A.H.Q. Far East. Aft hostilities began, the MVAF was used to
transport medical supplies; engine and aircraft spares; carry out air and sea searches for lost
pilots and military units; drop food supplies; rescue stranded pilots; and carry out coastal and
river reconnaissance Other operational sorties involved flying low over the dense jungle
canopy, where they reported seeing primitive devices to assist the Japanese Pilots, such as
arrowheads cut into the lallang; tree branches laid out to form arrowheads; and even electric
lights strung from trees at night, run by portable generators. Although their aircraft were
unarmed and Hequipped, nevertheless the MVAF filled this important niche in
communications and reconnaissance, and ultimately their role came to be appbscsaten:

of the more astute military commanders.

As already mentioned, the MVAF was made up of a variety of local races and
European eypatsi quite an exotic mix of businessmen, Cadets from well known local schools
and wealthy men with their own aircraf®ne of the latter was wealthy Chinese Businessman,

Flt. Lt. Loke Yaik Foo who owned his own Tiger Moth that he brought with him when he
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joined the MVAF. A widower with 3 children, he had sent them to spend their school holidays
with their grandmother ituala Lumpur when hostilities began and he was allowed to return
to the MVAF from detachment to 36 Squadron in northern Malaya. He then made his way
from Penang to Singapore, and escaped in his Tiger Moth by island hopping to the Dutch East
Indies. Fromthere he flew to Laverton, Victoria in Australia where he joined the RAAF.
They flew him to Ceylon in a Catalina flying boat, where he then volunteered to join Force
136 but at 46 years old, he was considered too old to be dropped behind JapaneSe hees.
took part in helping with training programmes of air drops and jungle survival. Other Chinese
volunteer pilots, trained in England, may have joined the RAF rather than the MVAF. In all
12 members of the MVAF who reached Australia in early 194%gbihe RAAF and 1 joined

the AlF.

Ot her members of 6C6 FIlight in Kuala Lun
cousi n. AJi mmyo and ASonnyo Talalla were th
KL. Both brothers were educated at the Victorigtitntoni a t op boysd school
September 1940 they joined the MVAF and | at
the rank of Flt. Lt. and flew with the RAF. Post war he flew for Malayan Airways, eventually
becoming its Mammmed .wasBrloitlhleed i RJugtowd on o
aged 24. AHectoro Talalla was cousin to Ji
joined the MVAF, attaining the rank of Sergeant, and survived the war.

There were several casualties of waroagst the members of the MVAF. F/O Patrick
Beddel of ACO Flight was shot down by Japan
over the Gulf of Siam on"7December 1941. Australian Sgt. Vernon Trevethdarmerly

RAAF then Wearne Airways andF | t . Sgt . Herbert Cleaverl ey
friendly fire and Japanese bombing, o' lecember, having landed in Ipoh from Singapore
in their Dragon Rapi de, carrying spare par

Markham of the Malgan Education Department, who learned to fly with the SSVAF but took
over RAF 36 Squadron on the™®ecember 1941, was killed in action flying a Vildebeest,
while attacking Japanese shipping near Endau in January 1942,

As always in a war situation, theweere some amusing incidents; some unbelievably
irritating ones; and some which had serious implications for the Allies in the whole calamitous
campaign. FI t. Lt . Henry Nixon of AEO FIlig
Penang on "® December 941, almost fell out of his plane in his excitement to tell everyone
that Singapore had been bombed. Instead of this news being greeted with incredulity and
horror, he was promptly shown the Penang Clubhouse, which had been machine gunned by the

Japs20mnut es earlier. P/ O Geoffrey McCall | at
Japs had concentrated their fire on the | adi
attenti on, and the cars of 2 mEomker sf wéené Wi

was refused permission to land his Tiger Moth at an airfield in Singapore by the Station
Commander, despite the fact that he was under strict orders to carry out a dusk patrol.
Formerly a local lecturer at Raffles College in Singapoeekrew the island well, so he took

the only course open to him, and phoned Singapore HQ to get the ban lifted. Phoning was

another hit or miss affair, by todayés stan
John CaisteCooke wrote 40 yearslate " These phone calls were a
al | anyone knew, wireless might never have &

was often cut off in migsentence during a vital phone call of major importance, by a private
subscriber nging the local grocer or fixing a game of golf! In fact, the Australians became so
exasperated with the hopelessly inefficient military lines of communication, which kept on
breaking down, they resorted to using the ordinary Malayan Post and Telecolmousic
radio system, which was much more reliable,
Richard Yardley.
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As the Japanese penetrated further south from their landings in Kota Bahru, they pushed the
allied forces back all the time, helped by thdin@st unopposed air superiority. The RAF,

with its Brewster Buffaloes, Hudsons, Vildebeests and Blenheims, was no match for the Zero
fighters which escorted the long range Japanese bombers. Least of all was the MVAF able to
fend off the overwhelming aipower of the enemy. Airfield after airfield in the north of
Malaya fell to Japanese bombé&rélor Star, Sungei Patani, Butterworth and Bayan Lepas on
Penang Island fell in close succession, and were captured by the Japanese on the ground. On
Saturday 1% December 1941, with only one serviceable aircraft, which had already left for

| poh, MVAF personnel of AEO Flight whickr e or
amounted to 12 rifles and 4 pistols, but not one tinthatid take their place with the gaon

troops in preparation for an anticipated invasion by paratroopers. Later, under cover of
darkness, with other troops in the military
southwards to Singapore in a convoy of 10 cars.

After this a vey confusing picture emerges as units were evacuated to save as many of
the remaining aircraft and pilots as possib
Kahang in Johore, where on™December, it first became attached to A.I.F. for river and
coastal reconnaissance and other flying duties. At this time the unit was officially designated

6Detached Flight, MVAFO6 under the command o
Cadets of 6D6 Flight, the sur viMadhafjomRénang
6Cd Flight. The rest of 6C6 Flight moved t

of RAF and RAAF units had been withdrawn from the mainland of Malaya, along with the
remnants of the MVAF, which now came under the RAF for adstration and operations.

At Kal |l ang, only OAd®6 Flight remai ned, havi
command of Flt. Lt. CaisteCooke, with 12 aircraft at its disposal, while Flt. Lt. Henry Dane

was stil!]l i n command o fKahénD ddhere tith d MétHs iargl I8t \Y
Cadet s. When the A. 1. F. mo v e  (Indignp@otpaic h e d |

Johore, before finally being recalled to Bukit Timah racecourse airstrip in Singapore" on 28
January, wher e O6eddolldwing ifemdive omlsng af Kadlang. Hawsever,
this area was not suitable for night landings (as requiredg€@ps), and so some land
between Paya Lebar and Macpherson Roads was chosen as more istiitatuely drawback
being a cowshed as aammodation for the flight personnel, until a more fragrant bungalow
was found!

I n the book, 6Bl oody Shamblesd by Shores,
mentioned where the MVAF was called upon for reconnaissance work, usually at dusk, and
landng after dark by the light of hurricane lamps. They rescued downed RAF pilots who had
been forced to ditch their damaged aircraft; and on a dawn missiori"ala@ary, 2 MVAF
Moths were sent out to reconnoitre the Senggarang area to find out whatppatéd to the
6/15" Indian Brigade. Near the Batu Pahat airstrip, Flt. Lt. Dane in the second Moth, saw a
number of Jap troops cycling along the road. This mission resulted in locating nearly 3,000
men cut off west of Rengit so that they could be reddwy gunboat®ragonflyand Scorpion
south of Batu Pahat.

On3f'January 1942, 6 aircraft of MVAF O6A6
Pal embang, Sumatr a. 0Detached Flighto with
remained at Macpherson Roadmaintain communications and search for missing aircraft. On
the 10" February FIt. Lt Dane and Sgt Nathan in Tiger Moths, carried out their last sorties
from Singapore, bombing the Japs with 20lb fragmentation bombs. They were seen by a
journalistwhow ot e: AThe Japanese are not compl etel
have just seen 2 biplanes fly low over the enemy positions where they unloaded their bombs
eéoHe went on fneé. . wh at chance do those | ac
machinesé. o fhebmearnry day42,11laircraft of 6De
| ast to |l eave Singapor e, flying to Pakan Be
FI'i ghtd under FI t . Lt . Ni xon. MSAFqerdohngl, bef o
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aircraft and spares still there, were shipped to Batavia, Javagstaigish the unit under the
RAF administration. But, before
this could happen, Sumatra fell
and eventually all MVAF
personnel were evacuated from
Java at different ties and to
various destinations. The final
group left with 2,000 RAF
personnel on th&S Kota Gede
on 27" February, reaching
Colombo on 8 March (left).
3 MVAF officers elected to stay
with  the few remaining
serviceable aircraft in Java.
They were, Sqn. Ldr. Herbert
Chattaway = MVAF  Admin
Officer; FIt. Lt. Henry Dane and Flt. Lt. Geoffrey Harvey, who were captured by the Japanese
and became POWSs.

This forgotten air force may have beeNARMED, UNESCORTED & UNWANTED but

t hey nAwor ked weekshstooddirmavhed athers Wwavared, saw clearly the odds
against them but faced them courageously anc
glory, the men of the Malayan Volunteer Air Force certainly rate high in the scale of things.

The Masstro

If you were with me in Batu Ferringhi,

Or pondered longer in Tanjong Bungah,

Every night and morning without too much warning
The ice cream sellers would sing their song.

ABuy my Cornettos, from It
Delicous ice cream, so good for me.
We have hoc ices and Magnums too.
But our Cornettos are best

ALook in my icebox; tel!]l
Delicious ice cream from lItaly.

We have all flavours, artificial colour free.

So low in calories for al

Just one Cornetto, give it to me.

Delicious ice cream from ltaly.

Tomorrow will be too late.

Just one Cornetto. Il just

Tony Parrini sings the Reunion song
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THE TRAVELS OF JOHN J. MANNY

ROYAL AIR FORCE
ENGLAND 1 MALAYA
1957 TO 1959

Voyage of theEmpire Foweyrom Southampton to Singapore
July 18" to August D" 1957

Il n this issue of OEastwardoé JohnJcMannyi nue
from July 18'to August 18 1 957 onboard the troopship 6l

Saturday July 27 th

Very interesting day, mainly through the Suez Canal. Not as
wide as | had anticipated.

6.00am Up on deck to find the ship sailing down the Canal
with ships stretching as far aft and forward as we could see.
Discovered we had pulled up anchor at 3a.m.

The Canal runs parallel to ‘
the railway and road and it

was rather am using to see
trains, cars and even
bicycles passing us. Desert
stretched away on both sides

as far as the eye could see.
Passed several groups of
date palms and camels. Also
an occasional mysteriously
veiled woman with a gourd : ;
upon her head. Noticed severa I pill - boxes along the canal side.

8.00am Had to go below and miss the sites to start work.
9.00am Town of Ismailia loomed up through the porthole but
di dndt see much of it.

10.00am Entered Great Bitter Lake. Salt beaches dazzling in
sunlight even at this early hour.

Whilst at anchor a north bound convoy passed us.

11.00am When we had anchored | bought a small cross and chain

and wallet from one of the traders.

12.00pm Covered 80 miles since noon yesterday.

3.00pm Up anchor and off down second part of the c anal.
Still surrounded by desert and palm trees. Passed through

Little Bitter Lake.

3.15pm Given a demonstration of air power by a formation of

7 M.I.G. fighters which gave us a beat - up.

5.30pm Entered Suez Bay at Port Thewfik and discovered Suez
tobe 2m iles away from the canal.

6.00pm Passed into the Red Sea as a north bound convoy was

beginning to form for the next mornings journey.
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' We had steamed 20 miles since

LEBANON// — . .
o 5,‘._/,,;" 5 noon making Suez 3150 miles from
MEDITERRANEAN e Tod oo souck Southampton, 2020 from
= Db S L Cibraltar, 1020 miles from Malt
s = » Gibraltar, miles from Malta

(X
ey

and 100 miles from Port Said.
Headed down Red Sea with Egypt
to Starboard and Arabia to Port.

= ¢ Snow Covered Mt. Sinai looked

+ out of place in the sizzling

heat.

9.00pm Out on deck studying
stars with a couple of Army
lads. Picked out Pole Star, Gt.

Bear, Ven us and Milky Way which

~— was wonderfully clear.

| Pt ) N . Conclusions Grateful for an
: f{‘/‘*«m S f»»‘}mﬁ; uninterrupted journey through
%,7 i AT ek ,Mga_fg;\;; the Canal. Unimpressed by
= - EN e " e, » = Egyptian Air Force,
e Tei s Do lee @ W7V Preview of Red Sea heat in the
?La,( Y ) <. evening not very encouraging for
. 0 .

next few days.

Sunday July 28 "

6.00am Woke up to find myself soaked in perspiration. At

t hat ti me of the morning it di dnot
Sea seems to be living up to its reputation.

11.00am Up on deck. Arabia still visible to port and Egypt to

starboard.

12.00pm Covered 297 miles f
miles since noon yesterday.
1.45pm Passed Daedalus Reef Lighthouse. Built on a little
mound just about centre of Red Sea and about 320 miles south of
Suez.
2.00pm
south of

seem

rom Suez making a total of 317

Two unidentified frigates passed us about four miles
the lighthouse proceeding north.

Now reached widest part of the Red Sea and the two coastlines
have receded until we may as well be in the centre of the
Pacific. Saw only a few tankers low in the water during the
afternoon.

8.00pm About 400 miles south o f Suez we made a rendezvous
with H.M.T. Devonshire. Army Observer transferred for return
trip through Suez. Much friendly bickering across the waters
between outward bound and homeward bound personnel.
10.00pm Turned into bed about the time | estimate we ¢
the Tropic of Cancer.
Conclusions Perpetual
unpl easant
rather be on

rossed
thirst always nagging at me. Most

Sooner we | eave Red Sea the
Fowey than on Devonshire now
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Monday July 29th

Nothing but sea all day. Seemed rather curious with land only a

comparatively few miles away in both a westerly and easterly

direction.

11.00am First heat casualty. Soldier collapsed on deck and

had to be carried bel ow. |l t6s getting me dow
12.00pm By noon we had covered 382 miles since noon

yesterday. Temperature below deck 90° in despite cooling system

and 105° on deck despite breeze.

4.00pm Informed that we could sleep on deck if we wished. |

decided to stay below because most of the chaps were going on
top. Bunk more comfortable and air not too bad with only a few

left below.

10.00pm Turned in. Quite reasonable as anticipated only about

28 out of 120 remained below.

Conclusions Rather a boring day with just water and more water.

Not one ship all day. My thirst still rages on and | drink
endless pints of water. Red Sea much longer than | ever

realised. Must be about 1000 miles.

Tuesday, July30 ™

More interesting day than
yesterday. Saw some land at

long last.
, 6.15am Up on deck to be met
/ with blast of hot air. Took a
S few moment s to adjust
breathing.
7.30am Passed Jabal Attar
Island | a very desolate
looking place.
9.30am Noticed group of

islands to port as | paused in

my work to look out of

porthole. Discovered later that

they were  Zubair Islands

[ marked as Jazadir az Zub
the next map].

10.30am Coast of Eritrea now visible to starboard side.

11.00am Pay parade for shore leave at Aden. Quite looking

forward to leaving ship after 13 days cooped up.

12.00pm By noon we had covered 369 miles since noon

yesterday.

3.00pm Another large island loomed up out of heat haze.
Called Jabal Zugar.

4.00pm Large school of porpoises following us. Many others

in distance. The sea an absolute mill - pond.
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Coast lines on both sides becoming more firm as we near exit to
Red Sea. Weather also seems a little cooler.

10.00pm Passed Perim [Barim] Island at south end of Red Sea
and entered Gulf of Aden.

10.30pm Enjoyed drink on deck in cool breeze before turning

in.

Conclusions Rollonto - morrow.

st

Wednesday, July 31

£ 6.00am Awoken by the sound of t
¢ ships anchor being lowered. Discovered
. we were actually in Aden Harbour.

- We had travelled 252 miles since noon
yesterday making Aden 4450 miles from
~ Southampton, 3320 from Gibraltar, 2320
“ miles from Malta, 1400 from Port Said
and 1300 from Suez.

7.3 Oam No cleaning this morning so

- after quick breakfast up on deck in No 6

Dress. No breeze at all and we were

stifled in collar and tie. Smell from
B : * ashore not very encouraging either.

Makes a change to be on terra firma anyway.

8.00am Went ashore in the bo at provided by local firm of

shippers.

8.20am Set foot on land again. Most peculiar feeling trying

to walk straight for a while. Ground seemed to be swaying.

Numbers of blind, limbless and crippled children amazing.

he

Continually pestered by beggars. Saw on e Ablind mano

pick up a 5 cent piece from the road.

Surprised to find a lack of flies. Must be too hot for them.
Everything very cheap and two or three chaps bought a camera or
a watch. | nearly got knifed when in a watch shop | suggested
the owne r give Steve a new watch and £2 for his old one. Tom
Young had his cap stolen by a little boy who came up from
behind.

| bought a lighter, a fan and a scarf as small souvenirs.

Sheep, camels and goats wandered freely around the streets and
into the bazaars

Decided Aden was just a lump of rock baking in the sun and
slowly but surely rotting away. Would not like to be stationed
here.

Aden is on side of a hill with a chain of mountains surrounding

it. Further up the hill people live in caves dug out of the
ro ck.

12.15pm Returned to the Fowey. Glad to get out of my sticky
clothes and have a shower.
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3.00pm Up anchor and started on the longest stretch of the
voyage. Over 2000 miles to Ceylon.

Headed South East across the Arabian Sea.

5.00pm Went to see what m ail had been brought aboard and
found two letters from Nina which were very welcome.
9.00pm Spent a couple of hours on deck then decided to turn

in after quite a tiring day.

OMiddle East Lifed from this part oféTthiee Voywatge 60 f

Abovel 7 r:
Sanganab lighthousg
Mohammed Gul fort
Dead city of Suakin.

Centreli r:
Mohammed Gul
residents

Former palace of
Suakin.

Bottom |7 r:

Street in Port Sudan
Map ofregion
depicted in the
photographs.

Suakin, atthe tunofthe®@ ent ury, was a major city in Sudan
years due to the narrow connecting sea channel becoming choked by coral reefs rendering it impassible

to larger vessels. Of the many stories tdidhe origin of the citySeven virgins were presented by the

King of Abyssinia to the King of Egypt. The valuable consignment was accompanied by a reliable
eunuch! One of the nights passed on the journey was spent on the island of what is now Suakin. When
the King of Egypt received his present(s) he found none of the seven was still what she should have
been. The eunuch swore seven of the island spirits had taken conjugal possession of the women by
night. The King sent the women back to the island wherefttidren born of the union with the spirits
became the ancestors mteahhegnat heespbdbfi tSadadGi
name O6Suakiné.
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